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Present: Chairperson Drummond; Members; Copeland, Grinnan, Harper, Westerlund, 

Wilensky and Wright 

   

Absent: Jawad and Stempien 

 

Also Present: Interim Planning & Zoning Administrator, Brown 

  Planning Consultant, Borden 

  Council Liaison, Peddie 

   

Drummond called the regular Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village 

Municipal Building located at 18500 W. 13 Mile Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Motion by Westerlund, second by Harper, to approve the agenda as published. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Motion passed (6-0) 

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF JOINT VILLAGE COUNCIL/PLANNING 

COMMISSION MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MARCH 23, 2022 

Motion by Westerlund, second by Grinnan, to approve the minutes of a joint Village 

Council/ Planning Commission meeting held March 23, 2021.  

 

 Roll call vote: 

 Motion passed (6-0) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE PUBLISHED AGENDA 

None. 

 

REQUEST TO INSTALL A SIX (6) FOOT HIGH PRIVACY FENCE AT 16971 BIRWOOD 

Borden gave an overview of the request. The Village of Beverly Hills has received a fence permit 

application from Bethany Purdy to install a six (6) foot tall wooden privacy fence in the rear yard 

of the property located at 16971 Birwood. The applicant is seeking approval from the Planning 

Commission to mitigate an essential safety and/or privacy concern. (per the Village Zoning 

Ordinance Section 22.08.150.B.2 Fence, Wall and Privacy Screen Regulations).   

 

Bethany Purdy of 16971 Birwood Ave, stated that the safety concern for her family including two 

young children is essential. Purdy stated that there are multiple dog concerns at the neighboring 

property. The dogs are often off their leashes despite citations and dog attacks. Purdy would like 

to install a 6’ fence that would prohibit the dogs from jumping over to their yard, which they have 

done in the past. Purdy indicated that the neighbor is involved with a dog rescue and at any given 

time there will be several dogs at the property.    

 

Wright asked the applicant about fencing going across their driveway to protect the dogs from 

coming in. Purdy stated that they have a portable barricade to stop the dogs from entering their 

backyard when the kids are out.  Purdy stated that they wanted to start in the area with the biggest 
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concern and that the fence on their driveway side was not a huge concern, but the trees cause a lot 

of snow to fall on their driveway in the winter. Scott Purdy of 16971 Birwood stated that if the 

trees were to be trimmed it would be completely open and they were hoping to make it aesthetically 

pleasing. 

 

Drummond asked how high the existing fence is. Scott Purdy stated that the current fence is 4’.  

 

Westerlund asked about the existing fence and arborvitaes on the driveway side. Scott Purdy 

informed the Commission that only one tree is on their property and the other trees belong to their 

neighbor 

 

Wilensky entered the meeting at 7:41 pm.  

 

Westerlund stated that there is obviously an issue here with the neighbor’s dogs and it is 

unfortunate that it must come to this, and ordinance enforcement could not handle it. Westerlund 

acknowledged that it is a security issue on one side, but he is struggling on the other side because 

it is a short distance, there is nature screening already there and it is less of a security concern. 

 

Drummond agreed that he fails to see a security issue on the west fence and his issue with the 

fence on the east side is that we are using a fence to solve an enforcement problem. Drummond 

feels like we should be exhausting Code Enforcement. 

 

Grinnan commended the applicant on the thoroughness of her application and supporting 

documentation. Grinnan stated the Village needs to act on this quickly before there is a serious 

issue. Grinnan thinks that the fence the applicant is requesting is the wrong solution and that it 

would protect the applicant but not anyone else from the neighbor’s dogs. Grinnan believes the 

right solution is vigorous enforcement of our ordinances and the Village should immediately direct 

Animal Control to investigate the number of dogs. 

 

Bethany Purdy stated that Animal Control has been contacted multiple times by other dog owners 

on the street. 

 

Grinnan stated that our ordinance is very specific on the leashing, licensing, and kennel 

requirements. 

 

Bethany Purdy inquired about the 6’ fences in the photos she supplied. Brown stated that two of 

the fences were permitted. 

 

Grinnan stated that she cannot support the fence request because it only protects the applicants and 

no one else. 

 

Drummond agrees with Grinnan that Village ordinance needs to be enforced. 

Wright agreed that the Village needs to follow up on this issue, but she believes that there is an 

immediate safety concern that can be alleviated with a fence. Wright does not see an immediate 

need for a fence on the side with the arborvitaes.   
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Wilensky suggested that the Planning Commission table the request so the situation could be 

rectified by the Village and if it has not been solved in the next month than the applicants should 

come back to the Commission.  

 

Brown informed the Planning Commission that Code Enforcement was unaware of the situation, 

and he has been out to the neighbor’s property several times on a rodent harborage issue. The 

Village will be contacting Animal Control about this issue. 

 

Wilensky stated that he will be voting yes because there is an essential safety concern.  

 

Westerlund stated because of our ordinance there is the opportunity for the Purdy’s neighbor to 

put up two fences. 

 

Wright stated that the Purdy’s showed that there is a safety concern, and it is not fair for the 

Commission to say no because it allows other people in the area to have fences. Wright said we 

need to fix our fence ordinance.  Wright stated that the Planning Commission needs to vote to 

approve the fence.  

 

Wilensky recalled one other time an application was brought to the Planning Commission for a 

safety concern. Wilensky stated that the language is in the ordinance for a reason and is one of 

criterions for approval. He worries about the externalities but that yields to the safety concern. 

 

Motion by Wright, second by Copeland, that the Planning Commission approves a permit at 16971 

Birwood Avenue to allow construction of a 6’ tall wooden privacy fence in the rear yard to mitigate 

an essential safety and/or privacy concern only on the east side. 

 

Roll call vote:  

Drummond: yes 

Grinnan: no 

Harper: no 

Westerlund: yes 

Wilensky: yes 

Wright: yes 

Copeland: yes 

 

Motion passed (5-2) 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 

 

LIAISON COMMENTS 

Peddie stated that she will bring up to Council that Planning is having a difficult time granting 

approval for fences due to the 200’ rule. 
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Drummond stated his biggest concern now is the fact that the Purdy’s neighbor could receive 

approval administratively to put up a 6’ fence.  

 

Westerlund stated if the 200’ fence by right was struck than we can look at everything from a case-

by-case scenario.   

 

Wilensky stated that the idea behind the 200’ rule was that a fence like this would be appropriate 

when it goes with the character of the neighbor. Wilensky believes the simple fix for this would 

be to take it out of the column for administrative approval and give it to the Planning Commission. 

 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 

Brown stated that there will be a Public Hearing at the next Planning Commission meeting to 

rezone Beverly Green and Riverside Park from single family residential to public property.  Brown 

also informed the Commission that the Memorial Day Parade and Carnival will be taking place 

Monday, May 30th at 11am.  

 

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 

Grinnan thanked Brown for her quick and thorough response to her list of questions. Grinnan also 

thanked Wilensky on the article he shared regarding short term rentals. Grinnan asked for direction 

regarding the short-term rental subcommittee. 

 

Copeland inquired if the applicants could now apply for a fence permit for the west side of their 

property. 

 

Harper would like the Village to look into a way to streamline the code enforcement process and 

make it user friendly.  

 

Westerlund spoke about the state of the sidewalks. He believes the Village should look into a long-

range goal of sidewalk regrading. Westerlund inquired by the Goddard School project. Westerlund 

says they are always looking for volunteers for Memorial Day. 

 

Drummond inquired about the fence at 16245 Kirkshire. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion by Wilensky, second by Copeland to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m. 

 

 Motion passed.  

 

 

 

Andrew Drummond    Kristin Rutkowski    

Planning Commission   Village Clerk 

Chairperson         


